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Honorable Jsmes L. Ruckley
United States Senate
Waghington, 0. ¢, 20510

Deay Senator Buckley:
I am pleaged to voply te vour eorsmmiecntins af June 24, 1971,

requesting on behalf of [nformation cone
cerning exports of oplum by the Peocpla's Republic ¢of China (PRC).

-

Stetistice on ¢plum production or ou tha production of othar
cowmodities are not published by the Chinese govemmment in
Peking and wo know of no other possibkle source for statistics
on this subject. Recently, however, the Departuent of State in
conjunction with the Bureau of Narcotice and Dangarcus Drugs end
other concerned Weshington agencies hag made extensive studiea
of the oplum and haroln trada in Southeast Asia. Baecause alla-
gatione bavg boen noted from time to tima that the l’ﬁnznthpwie'sl‘l
Republic of China is actively involved in this trade special
attention was givon to exanining this aspact of the problem.

_ Cuy studies Tevealed that there is no roliable evidence that the

Comrmunist Chinese have evar either cagaged in or sanctionad tho
11licit export of opium or its derivatives. lNoreover, we found

no evidenca that the PRC exercises any control over or participatss
in the Southoast Asian opium trade, although ethnic Chinese figure
prominently in that trede, For exazple, almost all documented
1llicit shipments of opium and worphine bage into the British
Colony of Hong Kong, which i estimated to have hetween 60 and

100 thousand sddicts, originata in Southeast Asia.

There is, insofar as we know, no {llicit drug probiesm in Communist
China es that goverument has for yeara strictly forbidden the

private production, consumption, end distribution of opium or its
derivatives., Striagent controls over opium poppy production and
usa wera edopted as the 2lat Saession of the Staete Administrative
Counell of the PRC on February 24, 1950, These were applied with
great vigor in Han (ethnic Chinese) aresa, but according Lo sma

Approved For Release 2003/10/21 : CIA-RDP73QQQ/QRQO/GI}OOON?Z}AQ _
. . ot o




Approved For Release 2003/10/21 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000300070021-9

- -

reports, the use of oplum {o tribsl areas where itd use was
"already establighed continued to Le pevmitted for several
. years afterwvards, - It 18 preswmed that in the 20 years that
have passed since these controls wers imposed that the only
opium produced in China is vtllized for nedieinal purposes
. and is g:.own undey povernment control.

STATOTHR I hope the foregoing fnfowxmatien will ba helpful tu.you in
replying to | . Please continua to call on ua

" whenever you belicve we might be of assistanca.

Sinceraly,

David M, Abshire
Assigtant Bacretary for
Congressional Relations

. Enclosure:;
Correspondence returned
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